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Yesterday I stopped at Cumberland Farms for an ice coffee. Got
back in the car and headed home up I-95. It was raining, as it
always does this time of year, and I noticed my car windows were
fogging up rather quickly. So, I turned on the defog, but it
seemed to get worse. I was bummed. This is a brand-new truck.
Why can’t they seem to make things that work? Then I realized,
1-2
I still had my mask on, and it was my glasses fogging up and not the windows.
2b

I realize this story does not shine a good light on my mental state, but I am sick and
tired of the virus and can’t wait until masks are history. However, I am also sick and
3b tired of the political unrest in this country. I have seen relationships between friends
and family torn apart over opinions learned through various human stories.
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Pastors:
Senior Pastor—David Trexler
Cell Phone— (321)289-7115
E-mail:
office@peacelutheranpb.org
Office Hours: M-F 8:30am -12:30pm
Office Phone: (321)727-3131
Dial-A-Story: (321)727-1048
Websites:

www.peacelutheranpb.org
www.facebook.com/peacelutheranpb.org
Facebook @ Peace Lutheran Palm Bay

Staff:
Jacqui Robinson, Office Administrator
Cindy Wagman, Choirs
Sally Cook, Pianist
Volunteer Staff:
Faye Schill, Treasurer
Curt Peterson, Youth Pastor
Lori Search—Food Pantry
Charlene O’Brien—Food Pantry
Danielle Shwiner—Campus Maintenance

That is why for the month of October, and longer, we are going to be hearing and
hopefully listening to a different kind of story. God’s story. Our story. We are going
to revisit some of the beautiful biblical stories from our youth—Adam and Eve, Cain
and Able, The Tower of Babel, Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors, David and
Goliath, Daniel and the Lions Den. My hope is that these truth stories will teach us,
not only about the nature of a God, who is with us every step of the way, but also our
nature, where we resist God’s will every step of the way. My prayer is that this
ancient holy literature will help each of us to understand that maybe our glasses are a
little foggy because of the human stories we listen to. Trust God! Trust Jesus!
During this time, normally the church would focus our worship structure around
stewardship—time, talent and treasure. And maybe I should, because two months of
closing our doors, and five months of worshipping less than 50% of normal is
beginning to take a toll. Therefore, I will focus most of my energy on what it means to
be a good steward of our Lord in the next letter. But right now, I do want to thank
everyone who has offered up their time, talent and treasure through this crisis;
especially to those who haven’t been able to worship the past seven months;
especially to those who work in the food pantry to serve those less fortunate;
especially to our council and treasurer who continue to meet and prepare for our
future; especially those who help take care of all the daily chores at this Lampstand.
Thank you and stay safe.
One last thing before I sign off. I can use some help on our community garden. The
vision is still a little foggy, but the idea is still wonderful—a garden to sow a little hope
and beauty around the church. We have the beds built and enough topsoil, now we
just need to fertilize and plant. Once we (somebody smarter than me) figure out how
to water, Peace Lutheran will host its first annual Garden Party one Saturday this
month. Just bring a shovel, hoe or rack and get dirty. I’ll email you the date later
when my glasses clear up.
Continued on Page 2

Keep the Faith! Trust God! Trust Jesus! And as Bugs Bunny says, “That’s All Folks.”
In Christian Love,
Pastor David Trexler
PS—I don’t normally do this, but I would like to give a big shout out to Wanda Pinkerton. When Wanda received her
stimulus check, she used the money to start making masks to help fight the virus. For the past six months, she has been
giving away these well-made and stylish masks, not only to our church members and pantry guests, but throughout the
community.
I will always remember her as the “Mask Lady” who kept me styling during the pandemic. Thank you Wanda!

A POEM FROM:
Gabriele DiTota
PLC Council Vice President

I am tired. I am so tired.
I am so tired of this year. I am so tired of this year that seems to never end!
I am sure you are all feeling equally weary. A weariness born of being locked down, out of our routines, confined.
Weary of masking! Weary of being afraid.
Tired of sanitizing our homes, our hands. Tired of social distancing. Tired of the isolation. Tired of feeling alone.
Well, we are here!
Your Peace council is here. Your Peace friends are here.
We are all in the same boat. We want to gather... but we want to do it safely.
We want to resume worshipping our Lord together, but we understand your fears.
We understand the risks

.

We will gather safely. We will keep our distance. We will wear our masks.
We will gather to do the business of the church at the special congregational meeting.
We all want our church to prosper, when decisions need to be made for the good of our church community,
We count on each of us to do our part. We look forward to seeing you.
Keeping our distance means we won’t hug, we won’t shake hands, or share the peace.
We will offer communion, but do not feel obligated to receive if that feels in any way threatening.
We genuinely miss seeing each other. We are a family.
We are the Peace family... we share our love of the Lord Jesus,
We share our love of this church.
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We will hold a special congregational meeting on October 18 2020 in the PLC main

sanctuary following a single 10:00 am Sunday service. Purpose of this meeting is to
seek the congregation's approval to sell the vacant, unused portion of the
PLC property. The parsonage may be included in a potential sale.

It is so hard to accept that we’ve passed from Spring to Summer and are now
entering Fall, yet remain in crisis mode. We’ve only just now transitioned to
Phase 3 of Florida’s reopening plan. Thoughts turn to cooler weather, the
end of hurricane season, football, an election, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Fall plantings for our Peace community garden. Who would
have thought we’d be measuring this crisis in seasons verses weeks or
months! Thank God we have a Savior to help us through it!
Our snowbirds are returning: welcoming them brings even broader smiles and
greater joy than normal. Still, I sorely miss personal contact with my sons in Colorado; my Carolina cousins, my
Nebraska in-laws, and wonder when we’ll be able to gather once again. The same is true for those of our worshippers
who must remain socially distanced and Via de Cristo brothers and sisters, with whom handshakes, hugs, face-to-face
sharing of the word, singing together and pot lucks are the norm.
I selfishly miss the fun stuff I’ve had to put on hold: trips to the Keys, Hawaii and Alaska; attending Marlins baseball
games; eating out and, of course, Walt Disney World. Then, I’m reminded of the heartaches and hardships that this
awful pandemic has visited on so many and realize that what I’m missing is insignificant.
I appreciate that I’ve had the time to do long deferred reading, archiving of family letters and photos than would ever
have been the case. Mail and Amazon deliveries have are major spirit-boosting events. I’m thankful for Sunday church
services, council meetings, and visits to LA Fitness—under strict personal protective and distancing conditions.
So many difficulties, but so many blessings. A church, a pastor, a council, a congregation and a community united by
God’s love. That love, faith in Jesus Christ, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit will see us through!
Blessings,
Tom Accola
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Treasurer’s Report
Dear Members and Friends of Peace Lutheran Church,
I’m somewhat concerned looking at our finances. Our General Fund was in the red at the end of August. That means
when I do payroll, mortgage or other bills, I’m using monies, in the checkbook, designated for reimbursables, youth, etc.
I’ve been waiting for Pastor David to have a good stewardship sermon and continue to look forward to hearing that
sermon. Here is the best Stewardship sermon in a nutshell. A Pastor Blume in Newport News, Virginia in the 1990’s
testified that he and his wife decided early in their marriage that they would tithe. Pastor Blume mentioned every time
they increased their giving something good happened that made up the difference. He put four children through college
and led a happy, humble, faithful and blessed life. Lord, if we all had faith like that we would have more than enough
money.
I’m not trying to insult what people are giving. Believe me, I’m thankful for every dollar. Please, just look at the reasons
you give that amount every Sunday and ask yourself if you could give more to support Peace Lutheran Church of Palm
Bay.
We continue to sanitize the sanctuary pews (wood parts), doors and other handles between services, no one is shaking
hands or sharing the peace of the Lord, the offering and noisy offering is not being passed, and we have plenty of hand
sanitizer to make everyone feel confident that it’s safe to come back to service. Many of us wear masks (Yes, it’s
uncomfortable!) and we sit at least 6 feet apart to make everyone feel safe. I feel this is a small act we can do to show
how much we care for one another and to worship together. I would hate to lose any one of you because we failed to
follow recommended safety guidelines. We have been truly blessed that no one at Peace has had COVID19 that I
know of. I pray for everyone’s continued health.
Please keep Peace Lutheran Church’s brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers.
Your sister in Christ,
Faye Schill, Treasurer
treasurer@peacelutheranpb.org
(321)727-3131

Treasurer’s Report of General Funds
August 2020
August

YTD

Budget

$12,540.29

$130,487.26

$136,533.36

$3,450.00

$23,064.00

$26,600.00

Total Income

$15,990.29

$153,551.26

$163,133.36

Expenses

$18,958.66

$161,568.97

$163,133.36

Contributions
Use of Facilities

Excess Expenses for August 2020 are: $2,968.62
Excess Expenses for YTD 2020 are $8,162.71
The General Fund account is used for regular expenses (FPL, utilities, salaries, lawn care, insurance, mortgage, etc.)

Did you know?

Instead of writing multiple checks for individual contributions like the Children’s Hunger Project, the Food

Pantry, etc., you only have to write one check. Simply designate the breakdown of your giving in the check’s memo area or on the
envelope itself. “FP” for Food Pantry, “CHP” for Children’s Hunger Project, and so on.
Thank you for your contributions!
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BROMM, Karl & Helga

(57)

10/04

MCKENY, Dale & Suzie (54)

10/15

WAGMAN, Dan & Cindy (34)

10/18

DUCOTE, Michael & Ginger (2)

10/20

ARNDT, Luisa

10/02

TREXLER, Sandra

10/10

MCKENY, Suzie

10/04

WHITLOCK, Allison

10/10

WAINIKAINEN, Laura

10/04

BROMM, Helga

10/13

COOPER, Sally

10/06

BACHTEL, Harvey

10/15

LORENZEN, Arfst

10/06

WAINIKAINEN, Donna

10/23

SPRENGLE Jr., Gerald

10/07

WITTER, Betsy

10/30

BOYUM, Gary

10/10

WAGMAN, Cindy

10/31

KOWING, Richard

10/10

Susan Hildebrand

Rick Pellecchia

Rebecca Leinthall

Chris Gibson

Gwen Newberry

Tim Calvin

Maryanne Sprengle

Gary Gossett, Jr.

Lori Deaton

David Brunner, Sr.

Bob Rusco

June Trotter

V.B. & Lucinda Johnson

Robert B. Elliott

Tonita Rodriquez

Ron Nelson

Ryan Dasinger

Ann Beardslee

Emily Gossett

Frank Thompson

Mary Norwood

Maria Rodriguez

Mark & Cathy Butler

Larry Cannen

Marlene Eggert

Theresa Bradley

Danielle Shwiner
and Family

Jeanette Peterson

Don Hoffman

Tom Flanagan

Gloria Jones

Betty Sheller

Viola Forrester

Frank Chenoweth
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CDC Guidance for Faith Based Organizations
PLC leadership continues to carefully review current Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance for faith based organizations. We have temporarily stopped the passing the peace, and passing offering plates from our services. There is
plenty of space for worshippers to spread out. As we continue to social distance in our sanctuary, here are CDC common prevention tips to help stop the spread of COVID-19 as we worship together:
- Maintain good hand hygiene, washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
- If soap and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, tissues,
touch trash cans. (We have hand sanitizer readily available for your use)

and no-

- Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow. Throw used tissues in a no-touch
trash can.
- Face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but does not
have symptoms. We do encourage for you to wear masks in our sanctuary, please.
- Do not place protective masks on anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious, or anyone who is
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance.
Thanks to all for your dedication to Christ and devotion to PLC!

At the time of this writing, we served 288 households adding up to 942 family members
in the month of September and we still had one more Tuesday morning to go. WOW!!!
No wonder it seems like we are "hustling" more to get the food gathered, boxed and
out the door. Our numbers are growing.
Here are ways that you can help with this ministry....
1. We always need plastic grocery bags. This is an ongoing need.
2. Doing some fall cleaning??? We accept limited donations of small household
goods, books, toys, shoes and clean clothing. We don't have storage space, so we offer this on a very small scale each time
we are open. The items go quickly.
3. Cash donations are always needed. We pay 20 cents per pound for all of the food we give away. This includes meat. We try
to give out 5-10 lbs. of meat to each household per month.
We thank all who donated in September on behalf of our faithful volunteers and the people that we serve. We appreciated the
donations of bags, cat food and litter, cash, and food items.
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Are you at Risk for Stroke, Heart Disease and Diabetes?
The 6 for Life Health Assessment measures your risk of
developing 6 chronic diseases, including heart disease,
congestive heart failure, stroke, diabetes, COPD and lung
cancer. A customized report will determine which risk factors
contribute most to your disease risk and are within your control
to change.
Life Line Screening will be at Peace Lutheran Church in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, October 5, 2020 from
8AM - 5PM. Registration is required.
If you are interested, please do the following:
- Call 1-888-653-6441
- Visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
- Text the word circle to 797979

The idea is to spread the Love of God and the stories of the Bible through short entertaining messages over the phone.
One simply calls 321-727-1048 and they hear a different story everyday about Flip the
Flea, Dirty Windows, Phillip the Pig, and many other strange concepts and characters, all
sharing a theme from Scripture. Granted some may seem a little off of the wall, but what
better way to reach out? After all, aren’t most of us are a little off the wall?
Your task is to not only use the service, but share this ministry with those around you.
Gotta go. Bye now. Seeeeee ya tomorrow!

Members and Friends of Peace Lutheran,
Because of Covid-19 and our low attendance, we have a decrease in our
contributions. If you’ve been blessed by Peace Lutheran Church in the past, or
currently through our online ministry and or the Food Pantry, please consider
sending a contribution to Peace Lutheran Church. Our address is:
Peace Lutheran Church
1801 Port Malabar Blvd NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
We are grateful for any contributions to continue our work here in Palm Bay.
Thank you.
Faye Schill,
PLC Treasurer
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Bits & Pieces
Check us out on Facebook @ Peace Lutheran Church
Give us a LIKE and get updates, spiritual
messages, events and any changes.

Please help us keep our list of military personnel up-to-date!
Call or e-mail the office with any changes in status,
rank, or location! Thank you!

Or visit us on our website
www.peacelutheranpb.org

Our Food Pantry is always in
need of donations of either food
or financial donations to support
this much needed ministry. Our
community is flooded with people looking for help, and we are
grateful that as a church, we can
help meet the need, anyway we
can. Your generous donations
will allow us to continue to help
them and together, we can see
our community get stronger!

E.J. Alcario, Iraq
John Bedford, Iraq
Kristen Hall AF, Iraq
Capt. Brian Nailing, Co. Ft. Hood,
TX
Maj. AD Dennis Peoples, Rock
Island Arsenal, IL
Cpt, Nathan Schill, Ft.
Leavenworth, KS

USN FC3 Stephen Weaver, USS
Dewey
Navy Chief Sean Patrick Goguen,
Norfolk, VA
1st Lieut. Tanner Johnson—Army,
E. Africa
USN Tyler J. Azevedo—USS
Harry S. Truman

Our pantry is open on: Tuesday’s—9AM -11AM.
We service zip codes 32905 and 32907.
Thank you to everyone who has been donating to the food
pantry. It truly makes a difference in our community.

Jesus says in Matthew 25, “For I was hungry and you gave me food…
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.”
Where do buy groceries, gas, prescriptions? What restaurants do you
like? Where do you purchase clothing or things for around the house?
A couple weeks ago, Peace began a program called Scrip. Simply and I
mean simply, purchase the cards following worship or order whatever
you want for the following week. That’s it. 100% of the proceeds will go
toward our food pantry in feeding the poor.
We are going to shop no matter what. We might as well serve the Lord
in the process. I love the program because it helps me think more about
God. I don’t always do that when I use my debit or credit card. When
I’m out having a meal with family or friends, shopping at the mall with my
wife, doing some work around the house, and I go to pay the bill with my
Scrip card, I find myself lifting up a word of thanksgiving for being able
to enjoy the blessings given by my Creator.
Give it try. See how you feel.
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Did you know that every time you order
from Amazon you can make a
contribution to Peace Lutheran?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support Peace Lutheran
Church every time you shop, at no cost
to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price to Peace Lutheran Church.
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from
the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You will
then be asked to pick your charitable organization. Make sure to
pick Peace Lutheran Church in Palm Bay, FL. You may also
want to share with your children and grandchildren as well when
making their purchases on Amazon.com.
It may be helpful to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at
AmazonSmile. You use the same account on Amazon.com and
AmazonSmile.

Peace Lutheran Church
1801 Port Malabar Blvd N.E.
Palm Bay, FL 32905

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF PALM BAY
The Olive Branch
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Senior Pastor: David Trexler
Youth Pastor: Curt Peterson
Worship Service
9:00AM & 11:00AM

We Serve
Altar Guild—Set up and prepare for communion each week,
usually serving one month at a time; more people are needed.
Worship Servants—Sunday Worship Assistants and Communion Assistants are needed.
Office Helpers—Those who help with mailings, preparing
Welcome Packets, etc.
Chancel Choir—Sing to the Lord at 11am each Sunday,
practice 7pm Wednesday evenings.
Bell Choir—Call Cindy Wagman to learn more about our
choirs 676-3849.
Peace Band—Practice Sunday mornings at 9:00AM.. Come
and try out.
Money Counters—Teams of two people working for one
month at a time. Call church office if interested.
In the Nursery—Betty Sheller is our Nursery Attendant in the
nursery for your children. If you are a parent leaving your
children in the nursery during services you are welcome to join
with them in caring for our little ones during worship.
Property/Grounds—There is always plenty of work to be
done here. Please contact Steve Barnett.
Projectionists Needed—People that are in the projection room
Sunday morning for our Sunday presentations. Please sign up
in the projection room.
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Panera Bread Pick-up—Each Friday evening people are
needed to go to Hammock Landings to get the goodies for
Sunday morning Café Peace. Cindy Wagman at 676-3849
Call Committee—Our team visits people who are in the
hospital, nursing homes, and who are homebound. See Terry
Neumann for more information.
Please call the office to be a servant for the Lord by taking
on one or more of these opportunities.
(321)727-3131

