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Pastor:
Senior Pastor—David Trexler
Cell Phone— (321)289-7115
E-mail:
office@peacelutheranpb.org
Office Hours: M-F 8:30am -12:30pm
Office Phone: (321)727-3131
Dial-A-Story: (321)727-1048
Websites:

www.peacelutheranpb.org
www.facebook.com/peacelutheranpb.org
Facebook @peacelutheranpb

Staff:
Jacqui Robinson, Office Administrator
Cindy Wagman, Choir
Sally Cook, Pianist
Dina LaPlante, Custodian
Volunteer Staff:
Faye Schill, Treasurer
Lori Search—Food Pantry Director
Charlene O’Brien—Food Pantry
Mark Grice—Campus Maintenance
Steve Barnett—Campus Maintenance
Terry Zrutskie—Campus Maintenance

A vision is a picture painted in the mind. Two months ago, I
promised to try and share that picture of Peace Lutheran
Church. Visions are hard to paint and even harder to convey
clearly with others. Funny thing about visions. If enough
people see the same vision it can usually be painted. If not, then it will simply remain
a good idea on a blank canvas. I realize this is a long letter, but I hope and pray
enough will see what I see.
Folks, I have virtually no talent. Can’t sing or dance, can’t work with my hands, need
I go on? But God has given me the gift of gab and seeing things that could be.
Done it all my life. In the steel business, I started out with the largest scrap company
in the United States (Hyman Michaels), in 1979. I saw the potential of moving a
good amount of that scrap into the secondary markets with tremendous profits.
Sometimes I miss the simplicity of turning scrap into something useful, but then I
remember the Word of God can do the same thing. (The ministry just pays a lot less
than steel). But it was not just in the world of steel I see stuff that could be, the
ministry of the Lord has provided vision after vision in all the congregations I have
been called to. Each church God has allowed me to serve was in better shape when
I left—six to be specific.
I blow my own horn because are you are not going to buy a hair growing product
from a bald-headed man. But can you perhaps buy into and begin to see a vision
from someone who has had a little God given success? After all, it is about the only
gift God gave this son of Floyd.
“The church is the assembly of a group of people among whom the Gospel is
preached in its purity and the holy sacraments are administered according to the
Gospel.” That is what Church is. Word and Sacrament are the foundation of the
Church. Many visions can stem from this point, but the goal should be the same.
Through Word and Sacrament, our group of people begin to share the Word become
flesh and serve the needs of those around us—those in our community and those
within our midst. My picture of the church has always been and will always be like a
great big family. The question of “how big of a family” will be different for each
church.
•

I can clearly see Peace’s family of 100-125 saints and sinner worshiping together
by the end of 2022, and 200-250 still saints and sinners celebrating Word and
Sacrament within five years.

Two hundred plus people is a really big family! A family of God where race, sexual
preference, party affiliation, occupation, or nothing can break the bonds of our
baptism. We get to know each other’s faces and names. We share stories and over
time rejoice in their celebrations and mourn in their sorrow.
Continued on page 2

In the beginning, Peace will build our “base” through people “longing for the worship of their youth.” Of course, this
means we are targeting the older generation of adults, and some may claim we are abandoning our youth, but this
couldn’t be further from the truth. This will be our base from which we begin to span out. After all, those who are retired
or getting close to it seem to have some knowledge of tithing. Right now, with the assets we currently have, Peace
Lutheran Church offers one of, or the best traditional worship service found in the area. Especially, for those longing for
the worship of their youth.
In addition, the liturgical setting is beginning to make a comeback among the younger generation and disenfranchised.
They are tired of the “theology of glory,” because it does not work, and they seemed to be intrigued with the mysteries
we offer. That is what Peace does each and every week. We celebrate the “mysteries” of our faith—Word and
Sacrament, with a return to our baptism through confessions, the creeds of the ancient church, the Lord’s prayer, the
corporate reading of God’s word and inspirational messages that comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable, and
always being sent back into the world strengthen with body and blood of communion.
•

To reach this younger or unchurched group, I see a beautiful outdoor worship center in-between the sanctuary and
the fellowship hall, offering an outdoor Saturday evening worship experience.

In the past, a Saturday worship service has always done well. They serve as a type of feeder into our family of God.
Sure, we could simply open up the sanctuary and appeal to people who work on Sunday, but folks we live in Florida.
What a great opportunity to reach those who never thought they would set foot into a church. It is a small investment for
basically starting a new church. The cost is about $25,000. The outdoor worship center should pay for itself within two
years. Plus, a picnic shelter can serve numerous exciting functions in the future. (Potlucks, family gatherings, outdoor
classes, confirmation, etc...)
Peace Lutheran currently does a good job of using our beautiful facilities for ministry. There’s AA, NA, Food Panty,
Meals on Wheels and various community groups that meet here, but I see more.
•

I see this Lampstand being a center of weekly Bible Study, various classes and offering the older population, or the
lonely a place to go…crafts, quilting, or whatever people desire to do in God’s honor.

•

I see 50-70 seniors gathering weekly to learn through our Shepherd Center.

•

I see women’s and men’s ministries giving purpose for our adult lives.

•

I see in the near future a strong confirmation and youth ministries.

•

I still see in the not-so-distant future Peace Place as a center for weddings, funerals and family functions in our
newly remodeled old sanctuary, making use of our fellowship hall, and our new picnic shelter.

•

I see within the couple of years an assistant/intern/partner/pastor to help us run and grow all the ministries we
provide.

•

I see Peace Lutheran Church being a beacon of hope in Palm Bay for the years to come!

Yes, I believe God has given me the gift of gab and seeing things that could be. Done it all my life. I hope and pray you
all can begin to see a similar vision. The next question is, “How do we start painting?”
Our first step is to inform all people in the surrounding area as to what goes on within our walls. I’ve mentioned over
and over again that the most effective way to evangelize is through “Word of Mouth.” A personal invite tops all other
methods of outreach. Yet inviting seems to be quite difficult for the average Christian, plus timing is everything. It is
hard for us to know the heart of a friend or family member, and whether or not that person is ready to hear the
life-giving, life-saving message of the gospel. Peace will continue sharing our messages on Facebook and perhaps run
an occasional add in the local paper. But other than invite, invite, invite, the most effective and cost-effective way to
reach people is with a sign, a big, beautiful sign. Our current sign advertises that we are struggling. A person cannot
read the outdated small print.
•
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I can see this big, beautiful sign sharing what happens within our walls and spreading a little joy throughout this
community.

When we sold the unused property, our buyer submitted a study that included traffic patterns for Port Malabar Blvd.
Did you know, on the average 11,490 cars pass by Peace Lutheran Church every single day? We know that human
nature is affected by repetition. If we start seeing something every day, it becomes engraved in our minds. Now
imagine those 11,490 people, some with passengers, some driving by every day, most living in our neighborhood,
every day seeing a glimmer of hope about God, seeing an invitation to whatever we may have going on, or seeing
sermon topics for the week. And not just a sign they could read if they are paying attention, but a sign that reaches out
and grabs them, saying, “Look Here! Notice This!”
The cost of this project is $51,700. To some it sounds like a lot of money, and it is. But it is the second-best way to
advertise, and when one breaks the numbers down for a ten-year period it comes to a grand total of $10 per day for
fifteen years (Expected life of a sign). Allow me to ask, would we be willing to pay a person $10 a day to invite 100
people to our church? Of course we would, but we will find no takers. Our sign can reach 11,490 people in one day,
every day.
A valid argument could be made to down scale and perhaps buy a smaller sign. Well, we did look into that. To simply
replace what we have now, same design, same size, with color is almost $30,000 (signs ain’t cheap, but in the right
setting they work). A cheaper sign (2 X 8) is a possibility, but it will only attract those who are actually paying close
attention to their surroundings. The larger sign (6 X 8) will make that person see us. “Look Here! Notice This!” That is
what we want—over and over again—human nature. Plus, we are not competing with any other signs, ours only.
Ok, now for the fun part. How do we pay for a shelter house and a beautiful new sign?
Fortunately, Peace Lutheran has options. Many churches at this time are running out of options. When we sold the
property, a gift of over $300,000 was deposited.
About half, $150,000 was paid toward the mortgage and $100,000 placed into a Thrivent Investment account.
Approximately, $13,000 went to paint the church and the balance placed in savings. However, this past year we have
drawn upon savings to meet expenses, due to the virus.
Since we are not quite certain how quickly people will return to church, I would like to see the investment and the
savings remain untouched, partially as a safety net, but more so, to have funds available for future plans, especially,
once we have reached enough saints and sinners to fund our ministries in place.
Instead of using our own funds, I think it would be wiser to refinance our current mortgage. Show Thrivent our plan and
borrow at least $75,000 to jump start Peace Lutheran. Right now, our Thrivent investment is paying more than the cost
to refinance. Plus, we will have a security blanket. Plus, we will be able to evangelize with money that was a gift from
God—the sale of property we did not need. Plus, we have still reduced our mortgage by $75,000. Plus, when we grow
to the glory of God, we can always pay off the mortgage at a later date.
Sorry to be so long winded, but I wanted to paint the clearest picture possible for something that is very important—The
Church of Christ Jesus—Peace Lutheran. Also remember, you only had to read this. I had to write it.
Allow me to close by saying, I am lucky to have 1-2 hours a day where my brain is not focused upon the work of the
Lord. My mind is always upon Scripture, the Church, the people within our walls, and the people who have not yet
heard. This is what I do, and this is what I love. I just hope and pray that this family of God, called Peace Lutheran can
see a similar vision. I realize it is a lot to take in, and take on, but can we afford not to try?
Pray about this vision. Reread the letter and feel free to call and ask me any questions or raise any concerns.
May the One seated upon the Throne, the Slaughtered Lamb, and the All-Encompassing Spirit bless you, now, and
forever.

In Christian Love,
Pastor David Trexler
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QUALIFIED CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTONS
IRA owners........did you know that tithes/donations to PLC directly from your IRA can lower your
taxes? A qualified charitable deduction (QCD) is an otherwise taxable distribution from an IRA
owned by an individual that is 70 1/2 or over that is paid directly from the IRA to a qualified charity.
At 70 1/2, IRA owners must take annual required minimum distributions (RMDs). Paying tithes/
donations to PLC from your IRA, reduces your AGI, and might even keep you in a lower tax bracket.
To meet IRS requirements for a qualified charitable deduction, it must be made directly from your
IRA to PLC; your CPA/tax return preparer and IRA managers are familiar with the process.
Thanks to Brent Doyle for passing this info on. If you wish to discuss further, contact Brent or
Faye Schill for more details.

If you want to be taken off the newsletter mailing, please send an email to the church
office at: office@peacelutheranpb.org or you can call: (321)727-3131
Thank you!
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LET’S GET REAQUAINTED!
Prayer Sisters will start anew in January 2022!
Any woman interested in having a Prayer Sister, can fill out the form found
in the Narthex, and return it to Sandy Trexler or the Church office.
If you need more information, please contact
Sandy Trexler at (219)794-4424

January’s noisy offering will be going to:
“Coffee & Fellowship”
Thank you for your faithful giving!

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
*GIVING HEARTS*
THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS
Thank you to all of the members of Peace Lutheran Church who gave of themselves this holiday season, by giving for
the Pac-A-Sac and the Giving Tree for the poor and needy of our community. Collaborating with The Salvation Army,
PLC members donated 40+ Thanksgiving baskets that went to a needy family. For “The Giving Tree,” PLC members
gave gifts for both Seniors and Children! There were 30 gifts for Seniors and 25 gifts for Children.
Thank you ALL for your giving hearts. It truly shows how blessed we are as a church family!

PLC
GIVING
TREE 2021
*
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The next time you think you have an excuse why God can’t use you, consider the following:
Noah was a drunkard, Abraham was too old, Isaac was a daydreamer, Jacob was a liar, Leah was ugly, Joseph was
abused, Moses was a murderer, Gideon was afraid, Samson had long hair, Rahab was a prostitute, Timothy was too
young, David had an illicit affair, Elijah was suicidal, Isaiah preached naked, Job was bankrupt, John the Baptist
ran around in a loin cloth and ate locusts, Peter was hot-tempered, John was self-righteous, the disciples fell asleep
while praying, Martha fretted about everything, Mary Magdalene was demon-possessed, the boy with the fish and
five rolls of bread was too obscure, the Samaritan woman was divorced more than once, Zacchaeus was too small,
Paul was too religious, and Lazarus was dead. No more excuses! Author unknown

Treasurer’
Happy New Year to all members and friends of Peace Lutheran Church.
Our noisy offering is going to a different good cause each month. During November, we raised $303.50 for the
Food Pantry, and during December the noisy offering went to the Genesis House (homeless, unwed mothers and
abused women). At the writing of this article, the 2022 charities have not been determined and approved by the church
council.
Please pick up your new envelopes on the narthex table. If you wish to have envelopes and don’t see your
name on a box please contact me. I’ve done some number changes so please bear with me. If I have changed your
membership number, I should have sent you an e-mail or given you a note.
Please keep Peace Lutheran Church members and finances in your prayers.
Your sister in Christ,
Faye Schill, Treasurer
treasurer@peacelutheranpb.org
Treasurer’s Report of General Funds
November 2021

November
Contributions

YTD

Budget

$16,327.92

$156,913.13

$185,808.37

$904.24

$163,457.87

$9,166.63

$2,500.00

$30,415.00

$35,750.00

Total Income

$19,732.16

$350,786.00

$230,725.00

Expenses

$18,880.67

$220,687.09

$230,725.00

Sale of Property/Other
Use of Facilities

Excess Income for November 2021 is: ($851.49)
(Total Monthly Income less Monthly Expenses)
The General Fund account is used for regular expenses (FPL, utilities, salaries, lawn care, insurance, mortgage, etc.)

Did you know?

Instead of writing multiple checks for individual contributions like the Children’s Hunger Project, the Food

Pantry, etc., you only have to write one check. Simply designate the breakdown of your giving in the check’s memo area or on the
envelope itself. “FP” for Food Pantry, “CHP” for Children’s Hunger Project, and so on.
Thank you for your contributions!
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TREXLER, David & Sandra (35)

01/03

LEINTHALL, William & Becky (20)

01/05

PELLECCHIA, Rick & Henrietta (54)

01/20

EDWARDS, Wesley & Molly Gossett (8)

01/26

NEUMANN, Ed & Terry (57)

01/30

RUSCOE IV, Robert & Yvonne Burns (21)

01/31

FORRESTER, Viola

01/01

RIZZO, Joseph

01/19

BRADLEY, Theresa

01/07

ARNDT, Steven

01/21

MINTON, Debbie

01/13

MITCHELL, Ronald

01/24

SANDBERG, Roger

01/15

SANDBERG, Connor

01/28

ANDERSON, Sherry

01/18

BARNETT, Yonna

01/30

(numbers are years married)

Rick Pellecchia

Tonita Rodriquez

Mickael Chadwick

David Brunner, Sr.

Theresa Bradley

Gary Gossett, Jr.

Ann Beardslee

Gary Gossett

Dan Rank

Maita Rodriguez

June Trotter

David Pinkerton

Susan Hildebrand

Don Hoffman

Ron Nelson

Larry Cannen

Gwen Newberry

Betty Sheller

Ariel Cook

Courtney Hunter

Lori Deaton

Bill Leinthall

Manolo Rodriguez

Ryan Dasinger

Rebecca Leinthall

David Flaherty

Pastor David &
Sandy Trexler

Mary Norwood

Bob Ruscoe

Viola Forrester
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Jim Brailsford

CDC Guidance for Faith Based Organizations
PLC leadership continues to follow the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance for
faith based organizations. The most recent CDC guidance simply says: "Infection/
transmission is minimal for fully vaccinated people; prevention measures are still
recommended for unvaccinated people, including wearing masks, staying 6 feet
apart from people who don't live with you, avoiding crowds and washing hands
often."
Most PLC worshippers are fully vaccinated; others are not. We are blessed with plenty
of space in our sanctuary for attendees to do what is comfortable for them as far as masking and distancing.
Thanks to all for your dedication to Christ and devotion to PLC!
- Maintain good hand hygiene, washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
- If soap and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, tissues, and
no-touch trash cans. (We have hand sanitizer readily available for your use)
- Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow. Throw used tissues in a no-touch
trash can.
- Face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but does not
have symptoms.
- Do not place protective masks on anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious, or anyone who is
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance.

Thanks to all that purchased gift cards from the Scrip Program. Because of your purchases,
$750.00 has been transferred for the Food Pantry!
Thank you for your support!
Sandy Trexler
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EXTRA! EXTRA!
The idea is to spread the Love of God and the stories of the Bible through short entertaining
messages over the phone.
One simply calls 321-727-1048 and they hear a different story everyday about Flip the Flea,
Dirty Windows, Phillip the Pig, and many other strange concepts and characters, all sharing a
theme from Scripture. Granted some may seem a little off of the wall, but what better way to
reach out? After all, aren’t most of us are a little off the wall?
Your task is to not only use the service, but share this ministry with those around you.
Gotta go. Bye now. Seeeeee ya tomorrow!
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Shepherd Center News

N

A

On Thursdays, beginning Jan. 20,2022 through Feb. 10 the Shepherd's Center of South Brevard will once again
conduct casual learning morning classes at PLC, beginning at 9:00 am and lasting 50 minutes per lecture.
The winter session will include a Genesis study, Introduction to Astronomy, Indian River Lagoon and Storm Water
issues, E-Bay and Pay Pal, Introduction to Bell Ringing, Poetry, Musical History Tour, and "One Senior Place" on
Aging Issues.
Additional info and brochures will be available at www.shepherdcenterofsb.org. Tuition will be $ 20.00. If you would
like a brochure e-mailed to you, e-mail a request to shepctrosb@gmail.com.
Peace Lutheran Church is a sponsoring church of the Shepherd's Center of South Brevard.
For more information contact Helga Bromm at Helga3040@aol.com.
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Bits & Pieces
Check us out on Facebook @ Peace Lutheran Church
Give us a LIKE and get updates, spiritual
messages, events and any changes.

Please help us keep our list of military personnel up-to-date!
Call or e-mail the office with any changes in status,
rank, or location! Thank you!

Or visit us on our website
www.peacelutheranpb.org

Our Food Pantry is always in need
of donations of either food or
financial donations to support this
much needed ministry. Our
community is flooded with people
looking for help, and we are grateful
that as a church, we can help meet
the need, anyway we can. Your
generous donations will allow us to continue to help them
and together, we can see our community get stronger!

E.J. Alcario, Iraq
John Bedford, Iraq
Kristen Hall AF, Iraq
Capt. Brian Nailing,
Co. Ft. Hood, TX
Maj. AD Dennis Peoples,
Rock Island Arsenal, IL
Major Nathan Schill,
Ft. Leavenworth, KS

USN FC3 Stephen Weaver,
USS Dewey
Navy Chief Sean Patrick Goguen,
Norfolk, VA
1st Lieut. Tanner Johnson—Army,
E. Africa

Our pantry is open on: Tuesday’s—9:00AM -11:00AM
Thank you to everyone who has been donating to the food
pantry. It truly makes a difference in our community.

Jesus says in Matthew 25, “For I was hungry and you gave me food…
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.”
Where do buy groceries, gas, prescriptions? What restaurants do you
like? Where do you purchase clothing or things for around the house?
A couple weeks ago, Peace began a program called Scrip. Simply and I
mean simply, purchase the cards following worship or order whatever
you want for the following week. That’s it. 100% of the proceeds will go
toward our food pantry in feeding the poor.
We are going to shop no matter what. We might as well serve the Lord
in the process. I love the program because it helps me think more about
God. I don’t always do that when I use my debit or credit card. When
I’m out having a meal with family or friends, shopping at the mall with my
wife, doing some work around the house, and I go to pay the bill with my
Scrip card, I find myself lifting up a word of thanksgiving for being able
to enjoy the blessings given by my Creator.
Give it try. See how you feel.
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Did you know that every time you order
from Amazon you can make a
contribution to Peace Lutheran?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support Peace Lutheran
Church every time you shop, at no cost
to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price to Peace Lutheran Church.
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from
the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You will
then be asked to pick your charitable organization. Make sure to
pick Peace Lutheran Church in Palm Bay, FL. You may also
want to share with your children and grandchildren as well when
making their purchases on Amazon.com.
It may be helpful to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at
AmazonSmile. You use the same account on Amazon.com and
AmazonSmile.

Peace Lutheran Church
1801 Port Malabar Blvd N.E.
Palm Bay, FL 32905

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF PALM BAY
The Olive Branch
Dated Material:

JANUARY 2022

Phone: (321) 727-3131
Dial-A-Story: (321)727-1048
Email: office@peacelutheranpb.org
Website: www.peacelutheranpb.org
Facebook: @peacelutheranpb
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Return service requested

Senior Pastor: David Trexler
Worship Service
9:00AM & 11:00AM

We Serve
Altar Guild—Set up and prepare for communion each week,
usually serving one month at a time; more people are needed.
Worship Servants—Sunday Worship Assistants and
Communion Assistants are needed.
Office Helpers—Those who help with mailings, preparing
Welcome Packets, etc.
Chancel Choir—Because of Covid-19, there is a break.
Bell Choir—Call Cindy Wagman to learn more about our
choirs 676-3849.
Money Counters—Teams of two people working for one
month at a time. Call church office if interested.
In the Nursery—Nursery is available during worship.
Property/Grounds—There is always plenty of work to be
done here. Please contact Steve Barnett.
Projectionists Needed—People that are in the projection
room Sunday morning for our Sunday presentations. Please
sign up in the projection room.
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Panera Bread Pick-up—Each Friday evening people are
needed to go to Hammock Landings to get the goodies for
Sunday morning Café Peace. Cindy Wagman at 676-3849
Call and Caring—Our team visits people who are in the
hospital, nursing homes, and who are homebound. See Sally
Christensen for more information.
Please call the office to be a servant for the Lord by taking
on one or more of these opportunities.
(321)727-3131

