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Pastor:
Senior Pastor—David Trexler
Cell Phone— (321)289-7115
E-mail:
office@peacelutheranpb.org
Office Hours: M-F 8:30am -12:30pm
Office Phone: (321)727-3131
Dial-A-Story: (321)727-1048
Websites:

www.peacelutheranpb.org
www.facebook.com/peacelutheranpb.org
Facebook @peacelutheranpb

Staff:
Jacqui Robinson, Office Administrator
Cindy Wagman, Choir
Sally Cook, Pianist
Dina LaPlante, Custodian
Volunteer Staff:
Faye Schill, Treasurer
Lori Search—Food Pantry Director
Charlene O’Brien—Food Pantry
Mark Grice—Campus Maintenance
Steve Barnett—Campus Maintenance
Terry Zrutskie—Campus Maintenance

Have you ever sat in your car at the gate of a railroad crossing
with a two-hundred car train whizzing by at sixty miles an
hour? Have you ever wondered how much power and time it
took to get that heap of metal and cargo moving at that speed?
Or how long it would take to stop that beast? Well, the God given gift of physics
could actually solve those equations, but let’s just say for argument sake, it takes a
whole lot of time and a whole lot of energy.
Now think about this…Almost two years ago, our entire world, as we know it, came to
a screeching halt. It doesn’t matter whether one feels Covid is real, fake,
overblown or somewhere in-between. The engine that runs the connected
economies of this planet was basically forced to shut down and start back up. The
gift of physics cannot solve this one, but we do know it will take a lot of power and
time to get the world, as we know it, back to whizzing along. Even then, it won’t be
the same. We cannot travel back to the land of the way things used to be. We must
look forward to the way things can be. And trust me, for the church to get back up to
speed is going to be a long, hard road.
During times of crisis throughout history, the church has always been a safe haven
from chaos. The church was the constant place of hope and promise that people
turned to. Follow WWI and WWII, follow the attack of 9/11 and the economic
collapse, the churches were serving its purpose and moving along at a nice speed.
Yet this crisis, this virus, this war, took the church as one of its first casualties. Satan
knows what he/she is doing. Some of earliest headlines that flooded the networks
told stories of large groups becoming infected from church related events; funerals,
weddings, choir. So basically, through government intervention, which churches
should obey, most places of promise and hope throughout the world closed their
doors. The church shut its doors! Word and Sacrament was no long available in
person. Folks, this has never happened since the death and resurrection of Christ
Jesus. Not on this scale.
Now what? Like I said, we can’t go back. We must look forward.
Today, I want to give you something to pray about, and then listen. During this
pandemic, Peace Lutheran sold a portion of unused property for $300,000. We are
blessed to have an abundance of space; room for as large as we desire to grow.
Half of those funds were used to pay down our mortgage. The balance of these
funds were earmarked for improvements and future ministries. The question
becomes, “How do we use this gift to help Christ’s church get up and moving again?”
Notice I said, “We all need to pray,” because these are not easy answers.
If we invest to grow God’s kingdom, we run the risk of not having funds to pay our
bills in the future, because if attendance and giving do not improve, rather quickly, we
will need these funds to keep our doors open. That is really sad.
Continued on page 2

In the same breath, if we do not invest in our future, then we can only hope that more and more people will walk
through our doors on their own and begin to give generously.
Or it could happen, if all of us, and I mean all of us are able and willing to invite the people we know, the people we
cross paths with, invite them to “come and see.” Which path do we take? See the challenge? Remember though,
Peace Lutheran is not unique, most of Christ’s churches are facing a similar crisis—many much worse.
But can’t you see the opportunity? This has never happened before! There are no blue prints for getting the church
back up to speed. We are now forced to rely upon God and actually put our faith in Christ Jesus. As crazy as it might
sound, I actually look forward to this challenging journey, because through our struggles we get to see the work of
God.
Some of you know how much I love to fish. If you don’t, every week after spending basically all my time dealing with,
and reacting to the everyday reality of being a pastor, I pack up a pole, a small tackle box and a bucket. I drive to
Playalinda Beach, where I fish and pray, trying to listen for answers to the questions of my mind. Trust me, the topic
of what to do at Peace Lutheran is almost always on the top of that dialogue. I sometimes fight those waves and
plead for signs and/or knowledge. Sometimes I receive these moments of clarity, sometimes I do not. Sort of like
fishing.
During the month of November, find the place that you love. Ask God the questions of your mind and then listen.
I have in my mind, what I believe to be a beautiful vision of Peace Lutheran Church. As I recover this month from
shoulder surgery, I pray the Lord will give me the words to paint that picture, so I can share with you next month. Until
then, we, the church will remain a safe haven where Word and Sacrament are offered freely.
In Christian Love,
Pastor David Trexler

Summer is over, autumn is here! The weather is turning cooler and drier; our snowbirds
are returning. The Advent season is just around the corner. This time of year is such a
joy and a blessing for Peace Lutheran worshipers. We’ll likely have celebrated
Reformation Sunday and the sweet sounds of our bell choir by the time you receive this
newsletter. Our council is considering the safest, most appropriate way to gather to
decorate the chapel, conduct choir practice and celebrate the season with services
during this most unusual time. At each council meeting, we discuss how to best invest
in Peace Lutheran’s future beyond routine, week-to-week expenses. Each month, we
debate the best time to go to one Sunday service: we’re targeting the beginning of the New Year.
The past 18 months have been difficult, and we continue to struggle with difficult decisions that pit our unique
American individuality and freedom of action against our desire to keep ourselves and others safe and healthy.
We’re impatient to put virus restrictions on traveling and gathering behind us. I am so appreciative of the way our
church leadership—pastor and council—are working together to keep us safe and move us forward, even though
each of us has a little different approach to what’s occurring around us.
Keep praying! Be safe! Look forward to a joyous Advent season celebrating the birth of our Lord!
Tom

If you want to be taken off the newsletter mailing, please send an email to the church
office at: office@peacelutheranpb.org or you can call: (321)727-3131
Thank you!
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021
Wear white. It is a special day where we remember
those who have died during the past year. The
names are read during the celebration of Holy
Communion and a single chime is sent to heaven,
showing our loved ones they are remembered and
missed.
If you have a loved one in heaven and you would
like to remember them on this special day, please
send an email with the names to
office@peacelutheranpb.org, no later than
Thursday, November 4th. The names will be read
on November 7th during both services.

SCRIP CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS
Start your Christmas shopping with the Scrip Gift Cards from Peace Lutheran Church. We
will be placing orders weekly (if possible) based on order size. For questions, you can
contact Sandy Trexler at (219)794-4424 or the church office. For a list of participating
retailers go to www.shopwithscrip.com or find the list in the Narthex.

LET’S GET REAQUAINTED!
Prayer Sisters will start anew in January 2022!
Any woman interested in having a Prayer Sister, can fill out the form found in the Narthex, and return it to
Sandy Trexler or the Church office.
If you need more information, please contact Sandy Trexler at (219)794-4424
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Treasurer’s Report
I’m doing my best to keep expenses in check. You can help maintain our budget by keeping up your tithe/
offering to the Lord.
Our noisy offering is going to different good causes each month. The September noisy offering raised $152.00
for ELCA Seminary. During October we are raising monies for the Military Bible Stick “Faith by Hearing and during November the noisy offering will be going to the Food Pantry.
Please keep Peace Lutheran Church and our members in your prayers.
Your sister in Christ,
Faye Schill, Treasurer
treasurer@peacelutheranpb.org

Treasurer’s Report of General Funds
September 2021

September
Contributions

$10,894.90

$130,277.21

Sale of Property/Other
Use of Facilities

YTD

Budget
$152,250.03

$162,553.63
$2,375.00

$25,380.00

$26,000.00

Total Income

$13,269.90

$318,210.84

$188,775.00

Expenses

$18,355.38

$183,146.81

$188,775.00

Excess Expense for September 2021 is: ($5,085.48)
(Total Monthly Income less Monthly Expenses)

The General Fund account is used for regular expenses (FPL, utilities, salaries, lawn care, insurance, mortgage, etc.)

Did you know?

Instead of writing multiple checks for individual contributions like the Children’s Hunger Project, the Food

Pantry, etc., you only have to write one check. Simply designate the breakdown of your giving in the check’s memo area or on the
envelope itself. “FP” for Food Pantry, “CHP” for Children’s Hunger Project, and so on.
Thank you for your contributions!
4

CLIFFORD, Greg & Janet (20)

11/17

SPRENGLE, Maryanne & Gerald Jr. (32)

11/25

DALE, Phyllis

11/01

ZRUTSKIE, Terry

11/01

PETERSON, Susan

11/03

HOFFMAN, Donald

11/04

KING, Ivy

11/08

TUCKER, Pat

11/11

LAPLANTE, Christian

11/12

SHELLER, Betty

11/13

RAMSEY, Christopher

11/14

SEARCH, Virginia

11/15

ROWE, Robert

11/16

MCKENY, Sean

11/20

SANDBERG, Cheyenne

11/21

FUCCI, Mariella (Ella)

11/22

PELCHAT, Kiley

11/23

ROBINSON, Jacqui

11/24

MCKENY, Dale

11/25

RAMSEY, Jimmy

11/27

(numbers are years married)
Gloria Jones

Tonita Rodriquez

Viola Forrester

Rick Pellecchia

Theresa Bradley

Mickael Chadwick

David Brunner, Sr.

Gary Gossett

Gary Gossett, Jr.

Ann Beardslee

June Trotter

Dan Rank

Susan Hildebrand

Maita Rodriguez

Ron Nelson

David Pinkerton

Gwen Newberry

Don Hoffman

Ariel Cook

Larry Cannen

Lori Deaton

Betty Sheller

Carolyn Tarkka

Courtney Hunter

Ryan Dasinger

Bill Leinthall

Manolo Rodriguez

Stephan Ellrich

Mary Norwood

Bob Ruscoe

David Flaherty
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CDC Guidance for Faith Based Organizations
PLC leadership continues to follow the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance for
faith based organizations. The most recent CDC guidance simply says: "Infection/
transmission is minimal for fully vaccinated people; prevention measures are still
recommended for unvaccinated people, including wearing masks, staying 6 feet
apart from people who don't live with you, avoiding crowds and washing hands
often."
Most PLC worshippers are fully vaccinated; others are not. We are blessed with plenty
of space in our sanctuary for attendees to do what is comfortable for them as far as masking and distancing.
Thanks to all for your dedication to Christ and devotion to PLC!
- Maintain good hand hygiene, washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
- If soap and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, tissues, and
no-touch trash cans. (We have hand sanitizer readily available for your use)
- Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow. Throw used tissues in a no-touch
trash can.
- Face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but does not
have symptoms.
- Do not place protective masks on anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious, or anyone who is
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance.

Shepherd Center News

A note from the Board of Directors of the Shepherd Center of South Brevard,
On behalf of all of us, we wish to express our gratitude to Pastor David Trexler, the members of the Council of PLC and
the many volunteers (you know who you are) who made it possible for us to return to our roots. We are grateful for the
generous support from Pastor Trexler, and the willingness of the Council to grant us the use of the office space. (And to
prepare the room for us as well, as even moving our "stuff" into it made my heart sing). There are still good people in
this cooky world, I don't have to look far to find them. Thank you very much.
Due to the grim COVID19 DELTA situation all over the US and particularly here in Brevard, the decision has been
made to postpone the fall session (October 2021) until January or even February 2022. We will keep everyone who is
on our e-mail list informed; those of you who don't have e-mail can check us out on-line under www.Shepctrofsb.org.
Until then, stay well.
With blessings,
Mary Anne McMillen, President,
Helga Bromm, Vice President
Mary Beth Moseley, Secretary
Rick Rakauskas, Treasurer
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EXTRA! EXTRA!
The idea is to spread the Love of God and the stories of the Bible through short entertaining
messages over the phone.
One simply calls 321-727-1048 and they hear a different story everyday about Flip the Flea,
Dirty Windows, Phillip the Pig, and many other strange concepts and characters, all sharing a
theme from Scripture. Granted some may seem a little off of the wall, but what better way to
reach out? After all, aren’t most of us are a little off the wall?
Your task is to not only use the service, but share this ministry with those around you.
Gotta go. Bye now. Seeeeee ya tomorrow!
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Picking Up Panera
If you've ever wondered about all those Panera announcements, here is a quick start guide to signing
up! Panera Bread in Hammock Landings at the west end of Palm Bay Road gives away their surplus
every night at closing time. For many years now we have been the lucky recipients of their Friday night
stash! They close at 9:30PM, so you must arrive around 8:45PM and hang out in the store until they
are officially closed and ready to give you the bread items. There are big, plastic tubs and produce
bags that are usually kept in the Fellowship Hall. Some people take them home with them while they
are at church on Sunday. Otherwise, you would need to get up to church during office hours and get
the key from Jacqui to pick up the bins and bags. Please make sure the bins are clean before using them. Panera will
often give you a large garbage bag full of bread and lots of smaller bags of bread. The pastries are just placed on the
counter and you must put them in the flat bin. Ask for a pair of disposable gloves to do this, and of course, you must wear
your mask into Panera at the present time.
After receiving the items, you head home, wash up your hands and counters, and proceed with bagging the items,
preferably with a mask and gloves on. (Panera will give you extra disposable gloves if you ask for some.) Pre-Covid, we
would cut up the pastries for our coffee hour. Nowadays, we are individually wrapping them for people to take home. The
bread is bagged and tied in reasonable portions for our food pantry to give away. If you have a key to the Fellowship
Hall, you can take the items up to church on Saturday and place them in the freezers in the kitchen. If not, you can
bring the items to church on Sunday morning, preferably before the early service. We have been freezing the bread since
the food pantry doesn't operate until Tuesday morning. My understanding is that there are no preservatives in Panera
bread, and we sure don't want to be handing out stale bread! Please place bread items in freezer and pastries on coffee
cart in the Fellowship Hall. You can bring the cart over to the sanctuary.
The amount of items varies greatly from week to week. One time, I got well over 100 bagels. Sometimes there are
garbage bags full of French bread. If I feel that there is more bread than we can possibly use, I have often taken the
surplus up to CITA, a men's residential facility on US1 south of New Haven. They are always very appreciative. My role
in this for many years, has been to try to schedule people and purchase produce bags as needed. It has been
increasingly difficult to find people who are able to help with Panera and the same 3 or 4 people are doing it week after
week and have been for several years. When these people are unavailable due to travel or other conflicts, I am often
making desperate phone calls. There is a sign up poster in the narthex with some instruction sheets next to it. Please
make sure to write your phone number on the poster so I can give you a reminder call. I am available to answer any
questions. My home phone number is 321-676-3849.
This job requires driving at night, carrying large bins, and a good deal of time to cut, bag, and package items. It is much
easier with two people. The benefits are to the food pantry, to your fellow parishioners on Sunday morning, and finally,
that you get to make yourself a cup of tea and have a great dessert on Friday night when you are finished!
Please consider giving it a try and seeing if you might become one of our "regulars."
Blessings,
Cindy Wagman
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Thanksgiving food baskets for those in need. Please pick up
a bag in the Narthex the first 2 Sundays in November and
return to the church by November 21st.

CHRISTMAS ANGELS
Peace will be receiving “55” Christmas Angels
from The Salvation Army.
25 Angels for Children and
30 Angels for Seniors.
Details on dates will follow!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2021
11:00am
COME AND JOIN THE FUN!!!
(SNACKS AND LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED)
Dina LaPorte will be leading the ministry this year. Let’s
show our support!
For more information, call the Church office (321)727-3131!
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AT LONG LAST! LET THE SINGING BEGIN!

Advent marks the beginning of our Christian calendar. It is a time of
preparation and renewal, a time of promise and hope . What better way to
prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Christ than by offering Him
the songs of our hearts?
The Chancel Choir will resume practices and begin singing during the
11:00AM service on the first Sunday of Advent, November 28th. We will have
a socially distanced "meet and greet" rehearsal in the sanctuary on
Thursday, November 18 at 7:00PM. I will hand out all the music for advent
and Christmas and we will have a short rehearsal to get familiar with the
music. (There will be chocolate involved... I am not above bribery!)
If you've ever thought about trying out the choir, now's the perfect time. We will be preparing beautiful anthems for
this holy season and you only have to commit to one Sunday at a time! Subsequent rehearsals will be on
Sundays, November 28, and December 5, 12 and 19 at 10:15 am between the two services. We will rehearse
the anthem that we are singing that day.
If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Wagman at 321-676-3849 or email.

STITCH WITCHERS

Knit

Crochet

Pray

Hats and Scarves will be a wonderful gift
for those in need this Christmas. Anyone
willing to make these blessed gifts, please
bring to the Church by December 19th.
We will have a blessing of the items before
they are gifted.
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Bits & Pieces
Check us out on Facebook @ Peace Lutheran Church
Give us a LIKE and get updates, spiritual
messages, events and any changes.

Please help us keep our list of military personnel up-to-date!
Call or e-mail the office with any changes in status,
rank, or location! Thank you!

Or visit us on our website
www.peacelutheranpb.org

Our Food Pantry is always in need
of donations of either food or
financial donations to support this
much needed ministry. Our
community is flooded with people
looking for help, and we are grateful
that as a church, we can help meet
the need, anyway we can. Your
generous donations will allow us to continue to help them
and together, we can see our community get stronger!

E.J. Alcario, Iraq
John Bedford, Iraq
Kristen Hall AF, Iraq
Capt. Brian Nailing,
Co. Ft. Hood, TX
Maj. AD Dennis Peoples,
Rock Island Arsenal, IL
Major Nathan Schill,
Ft. Leavenworth, KS

USN FC3 Stephen Weaver,
USS Dewey
Navy Chief Sean Patrick Goguen,
Norfolk, VA
1st Lieut. Tanner Johnson—Army,
E. Africa

Our pantry is open on: Tuesday’s—9:00AM -11:00AM
Thank you to everyone who has been donating to the food
pantry. It truly makes a difference in our community.

Jesus says in Matthew 25, “For I was hungry and you gave me food…
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.”
Where do buy groceries, gas, prescriptions? What restaurants do you
like? Where do you purchase clothing or things for around the house?
A couple weeks ago, Peace began a program called Scrip. Simply and I
mean simply, purchase the cards following worship or order whatever
you want for the following week. That’s it. 100% of the proceeds will go
toward our food pantry in feeding the poor.
We are going to shop no matter what. We might as well serve the Lord
in the process. I love the program because it helps me think more about
God. I don’t always do that when I use my debit or credit card. When
I’m out having a meal with family or friends, shopping at the mall with my
wife, doing some work around the house, and I go to pay the bill with my
Scrip card, I find myself lifting up a word of thanksgiving for being able
to enjoy the blessings given by my Creator.
Give it try. See how you feel.

11

Did you know that every time you order
from Amazon you can make a
contribution to Peace Lutheran?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support Peace Lutheran
Church every time you shop, at no cost
to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price to Peace Lutheran Church.
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from
the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You will
then be asked to pick your charitable organization. Make sure to
pick Peace Lutheran Church in Palm Bay, FL. You may also
want to share with your children and grandchildren as well when
making their purchases on Amazon.com.
It may be helpful to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at
AmazonSmile. You use the same account on Amazon.com and
AmazonSmile.

Peace Lutheran Church
1801 Port Malabar Blvd N.E.
Palm Bay, FL 32905

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF PALM BAY
The Olive Branch
Dated Material:

2021

Phone: (321) 727-3131
Dial-A-Story: (321)727-1048
Email: office@peacelutheranpb.org
Website: www.peacelutheranpb.org
Facebook: @peacelutheranpb
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Senior Pastor: David Trexler
Worship Service
9:00AM & 11:00AM

We Serve
Altar Guild—Set up and prepare for communion each week,
usually serving one month at a time; more people are needed.
Worship Servants—Sunday Worship Assistants and
Communion Assistants are needed.
Office Helpers—Those who help with mailings, preparing
Welcome Packets, etc.
Chancel Choir—Because of Covid-19, there is a break.
Bell Choir—Call Cindy Wagman to learn more about our
choirs 676-3849.
Money Counters—Teams of two people working for one
month at a time. Call church office if interested.
In the Nursery—Nursery is available during worship.
Property/Grounds—There is always plenty of work to be
done here. Please contact Steve Barnett.
Projectionists Needed—People that are in the projection
room Sunday morning for our Sunday presentations. Please
sign up in the projection room.
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Panera Bread Pick-up—Each Friday evening people are
needed to go to Hammock Landings to get the goodies for
Sunday morning Café Peace. Cindy Wagman at 676-3849
Call and Caring—Our team visits people who are in the
hospital, nursing homes, and who are homebound. See Terry
Neumann for more information.
Please call the office to be a servant for the Lord by taking
on one or more of these opportunities.
(321)727-3131

