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Dear Friends through Christ: 

Everybody has the same God.  We may not 

believe in the same God, but we all have the 

same God!   

We learned last month that all the different religions of the world have no problem          

whatsoever with the Ten Commandments given to the Hebrew people by their God.       

Actually, most religions have their own versions of similar teachings.  So, if these            

commandments are universally accepted instructions for humanity to live by, I figured it 

would be a good idea if they were written on the doorpost of our hearts.  The Ten             

Commandments are God’s attempt to organize a bunch of misfits in a world that has 

gone nuts.   

The last newsletter, we made it through the first four. 

 1. I am the Lord your God. 

 2. You shall have no other gods before me, nor shall you worship or serve any

 thing more than God. 

 3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. 

 4. Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. 

That is where I left off last month, “Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.”  Folks if 

the trend continues, with fewer and fewer keeping this command, Christ’s church will 

struggle, and the balance of God’s commands will be broken at an alarming rate. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

Honor can conjure up a few definitions.  For example, “It is an honor to be here today.” Or 

“We show honor to our veterans on Memorial Day.”  Yet within Scripture, honor carries 

the meaning, “to fulfill an obligation or keep an agreement.”  Your father and your mother 

brought you into this world.  They should feed you and clothed you.  They should teach 

you and set you on a path.  Your responsibility is to show respect and make certain they 

are taken care of, when they no longer can take care of themselves.  Just like they did for 

you.  Tit for tat.  Some have argued their mother or father did not do a good job at being 

parents, but our parents’ actions have little to do with God’s command to us.       

You shall not murder. 

The Hebrew word used is “tirsah,” which carries the meaning of murder, not kill.  Yes, all 

murder involves killing, but not all killings are considered murders.  See where confusion 

might set in?  What about capital punishment, abortion, war, self-defense?  But in this 

command, murder represents an unlawful killing.  Life is considered precious by biblical 

teachings and the taking of an innocent life would result in losing that right to live.  Did 

you know there are multiple passages found in Scripture where God expressly             

commands to kill rebellious people?  God is a God of justice!  However, we are not God!  

And whether it is “kill” or “murder,” the act of taking a life will always cause God grief and           

disrupt creation.     Continued on page 2 
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7. You shall not commit adultery. 

Human beings are not created to be alone.  Loneliness is the one thing in the “garden of paradise” that is not good.  Every 

human being needs a partner, a helper in order to fulfill their purpose of being fruitful in this world.  Adam and the mother of all 

living, Eve, become one-flesh.  “Bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.”  To break this bond disrupts everything around them, 

and once again the ground creature is found alone—not good.  However, this adultery includes more than just a sexual act, 

although it is one of the more popular methods of destroy relationships.  Over and over in Scripture, the nations of Israel and 

Judah were considered the “bride” of God, and over and over they commit adultery with “false gods.”  Adultery is an act of 

treating your partner, helper, husband, wife, your God, as something less than you.  

8. You shall not steal. 

Stealing seems to be the very first command engraved into the minds of most human beings, in all cultures, at a very early 

age.  “If it is not yours, don’t take it.”  Such a simple command triggering so much of the chaos we see today.  We can paint a 

picture in our mind of Adam and Eve in the garden, reaching out their hands to take, not understanding God has given every-

thing we need.  If it is not yours, don’t take it! 

9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.   

Bearing false witness is the easiest and fastest way to hurt or punish another.  Of course, humanity will use this effective form 

of the word to destroy individuals, families; even nations.  Why?  Because it is so easy.  A false witness is simply a true cow-

ard.        

10. You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

The command in its entirety reads, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  The Catholics and Protestants 

separate these coveting commands into two, while the Jewish, Baptist, most non-denominational combine the two, forming the 

tenth and final command.  I prefer the Jewish understanding.                                                                                                                                    

Covet means to be consumed with desire, to long for, yearn for, hunger after, thirst for something, anything that is your neigh-

bor’s.  The breaking of this covet command is what prevents a person from enjoying the life they have right now.  Why?  Be-

cause their mind is always wanting what they do not have.  It is hard to be happy, if we are always wanting more—coveting.          

So, there you have it!  Ten rather simple, or not so simple teachings to organize a bunch of misfits in a world gone nuts.  Com-

mands given for humanity’s benefit and given out of Love, to all religions.   We live in a beautiful nation, with so much poten-

tial.  Our makeup is not so different than the Hebrew slaves coming out of Egypt.  We claim to want a better world, so imagine 

what would happen if we actually began to listen to the prophets of old, putting God’s commands back into a Godly nation and 

writing them on the doorpost of our heart?  After all, everybody has the same God.  We may not believe in the Same God, but 

we have the Same God.  

In Christian Love,                                                                                                                                                                                     

Pastor David Trexler 

 

What’s Up Doc? 

 

Here’s a little update on a few things happening at Peace Lutheran. In February we voted to borrow $80,000 from 

Thrivent            Financial to install a new sign and a new outdoor worship/picnic shelter. Thrivent only approved 

$50,000. The sign has been ordered, but that means we will have to find another way to more forward with the outdoor 

worship center. And folks, the gears in my brain are already churning. 

Also, we thought Peace had an arrangement with Lifeline Academy to use our facility by the food pantry as classrooms 

for 9-12 grade students. However, because of new state regulations the space would need approximately $50,000 

worth of upgrades. Since neither party has the funds available for these upgrades the deal was put on hold. We will con-

tinue to seek opportunities to utilize our facilities to the Glory of God. 

Please make the work of Peace Lutheran Church an important part of your life! 
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Can it be?  Are things actually returning to whatever “normal” now is?  The indications abound!  
We’re again “passing the offering plate” at our Sunday services.  Our snowbirds have “flown the 
coop”, returning to their northerly homes—some with daily highs hotter than ours here on the 
Space Coast. Vacationers are hitting the roads and skies in some of the highest numbers seen 
in years.  
 
I’ve traveled to Guatemala, Utah and Colorado over the past 4 months; most recently, Miami for 
a brief break.  It’s always fun to experience new and different environments.  But it’s also gratify-
ing to return home:  Isn’t it a joy to live in central Florida?  We have it all:  plenty of        sunshine, 

numerous pro and college sports teams; beaches, rivers and lakes, shopping   centers and theme parks—not to 
mention beautiful botanical gardens, museums, and historical sites.  And a           nurturing church home.  Our 
blessings abound. 
 
A big indicator that our church and our walk-in-faith are good and getting better: Peace is partnering with                
In Season Ministries to host Vacation Bible School July 11 – 15.  I researched the history of VBS (OK, I googled 
it) with interesting results. Some say VBS began in the 1870’s at Methodist Episcopal Church near Lake               
Chautauqua, NY as Summer Sunday School.  However, most researchers trace its origins to 1894 at the United 
Methodist Church in Hopedale, IL.   Sunday school teacher Martha “Mattie” Miles, who was also a public school 
teacher, felt she was limited by time constraints in teaching the Bible to children.  So, she started a daily Bible 
School during the summer.  The concept spread to NYC where, in 1898, Eliza Hawes of Epiphany Baptist Church 
held bible classes in a rented beer saloon, primarily for children living in the slums.  Other Baptist churches picked 
up the ball and ran with it, and by the 1920’s there was a World Association of Daily Vacation Bible School. 
 
I vaguely recall my own VBS experiences at various worldwide military chapel locations and while vacationing in 
my parents’ hometowns in Colorado and South Carolina.  New friends, bible stories, Kool Aid, cookies, and P & J 
sandwiches form my fond memories of those days.   
 
Nationwide, VBS seems to be on the decline:  one study found that 81 % of US churches held VBS in 1997, while 
only 68% did so in 2012.  That’s not the case at Peace Lutheran Church in Palm Bay, FL.  I have a new VBS 
memory just as dear to me as my 60+ year old recollections:  observing our own dedicated, determined, hard-
working church members putting together and executing a plan to bring VBS back to Peace Lutheran Church and 
our precious neighborhood children. 
 
Tom Accola 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 

 

 

 

Prayer Sisters 

Praying women of the congregation continue to raise sisters up in prayer.  We are grateful for you and your ministry. 

“Call to me and I will answer you” Jeremiah 33:3a 

SCRIP 

Scrip cards continue to be available for order.  This ministry supports our Food Pantry.   The Food Pantry is in need 

of your help and this is a great way to help provide for those in our community that are in need.  Fulfilling the        

command of our Lord “when I was hungry you gave me something to eat” Matthew 25:35. 

See Sandy Trexler or you can  text or call, 219-794-4424 

Fellowship 

The family and friends of Joe Harmon celebrated his life on June 5th, 2022 with 55 people in attendance.  Thank you 

to those who provided food and helped in the kitchen.  Your presence was instrumental in this ministry. 

 Thank you to Susan who continues her service of providing for our Coffee Hour after worship. 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,   

We will close on our $50,000 second loan on June 30. That loan will have a monthly payment amount of $530 
per month beginning in August. The money is to be used for the new church sign. 

Our noisy offering will be going to the Food Pantry for the next few months. There is an increase of people 
seeking food assistance at this time and the Food Pantry can use the extra funds to stay in the black. The May noisy 
offering raised $265 for Lutheran World Relief – Ukraine. That money was mailed to them in June. 

The Coffee and Fellowship Fund is in the negative. We will continue taking donations for the Coffee and         
Fellowship Fund to replenish funds used for potlucks and memorial luncheons. I know we have not been asking for 
donations during coffee/fellowship for three years, but to afford coffee and other supplies we need to put the donation 
baskets out again. Also, if you are thankful for the Panera bread and goodies you could throw in a couple of bucks to 
show your gratitude. The bread and goodies are well worth that. 

Our contributions dropped from $18,889 in April to $11,873 in May and I am afraid that our contributions are 
low in June also.   

Please keep Peace Lutheran Church members and finances in your prayers. Call or email me with any                  
questions. 

 
 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
Faye Schill, Treasurer 
321-327-7559 
treasurer@peacelutheranpb.org 

Treasurer’s Report 

                        May  YTD         Proposed Budget 

Contributions              $11,873.25         $81,579.28              $75,750.00 

Loose Contributions                        $489.11                   $1,397.75       $6,500.00 

Other            $0.00    $97.44     $1,250.00 

Use of Facilities    $1,875.00         $19,210.00                        $20,000.00  

Total Income              $14,237.36       $102,284.47                                  $103,500.00              

Expenses              $24,080.69       $101,102.80                      $103,500.00                      

 

Excess Income for May 2022: $9,843.33  

Excess Income for YTD 2022:  $1,181.67 

The General Fund account is used for regular expenses (FPL, utilities, salaries, lawn care, insurance, mortgage, etc.)

Treasurer’s Report of General Funds                                                                                           

May 2022 

Did you know?  Instead of writing multiple checks for individual contributions like the Children’s Hunger Project, the Food 

Pantry, etc., you only have to write one check. Simply designate the breakdown of your giving in the check’s memo area or on the 

envelope itself. “FP” for Food Pantry, “CHP” for Children’s Hunger Project, and so on.   

mailto:treasurer@peacelutheranpb.org
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COOPER, David & Sally (62)   07/02 

MCVAY, Brian & Joy (24)    07/04 

SOUCY, Jack & Nancy (44)   07/08 

PINKERTON, Wanda (42)    07/12 

ZRUTSKIE, Terry & Jude (59)   07/20 

HOFFMAN, Don & Sue (58)   07/25 

MOLESKI, Debra & Charlie (43)   08/04 

RING, James & Katherine (20)   08/10 

YANTZ, Dennis & Bobbi (40)   08/14 

SCHILL, Larry & Faye (41)   08/22 

SMITH, Scott & Carolyn (17)   09/03 

ROBINS, SR., George & Patricia (57)  09/04?? 

MARCUS, David & Barbara (48)   09/08 

COTTON, Steve & Rosita (34)   09/24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Hildebrand      

Gwen Newberry 

Lori Deaton 

Ryan Dasinger 

Rick Pellecchia 

David Brunner, Sr. 

Ann Beardslee 

Marta T. Rodriguez                  

Don Hoffman 

Betty Sheller 

Bill Leinthall 

Rebecca Leinthall 

Bob Ruscoe 

Tonita Diaz 

Theresa Bradley 

Gary Gossett 

June Trotter 

Ron Nelson 

Ariel Cook 

Manuel Rodriguez 

David Flaherty 

Viola Forrester 

Gary Gossett, Jr. 

Dan Rank 

David Pinkerton 

Pastor David &                    
Sandy Trexler 

Carolyn Tarkka 

Helga Bromm 

Phyllis Dale 

Bill & Nancy Love 

Christian LaPlante 

Pat Barnes 

Matt Parks 

Clarence VanHeck 

Mary Anderson 

Betsy Witter 

Karl Bromm 

 

 

 

 

BACHTEL, Pam   07/01 

SIENKIEWICZ, Allison   07/06 

WITTER, Jerrold   07/07 

EDWARDS, Olivia  07/09 

YANTZ, Dennis   07/13 

FERENZ, Ed   07/14 

HARVEY, Isabella  07/14 

FLAHERTY, David  07/18 

BAKER, Mark   07/20 

ACCOLA, Thomas  07/21 

SANDBERG, Emma  07/22 

BISTARKEY, Marion  07/23 

GRICE, Mark   07/25 

JAMES, Ashlyn   07/25 

ELLIOTT, Sylvia   07/31 

DOWE, Pat   08/01 

MARCUS, David   08/03 

SANDBERG, Beverly  08/03 

ZRUTSKIE, Jude   08/03 

ARNDT, David   08/04 

 

 

 

 

DOYLE, Brent   08/04 

ROWE, Mary   08/05 

GOSSETT, Molly   08/06 

RAMSEY, Lindsay  08/06 

MCVAY, Joy   08/07 

RAMSEY, Maggie  08/07 

SALMONS, Bob   08/07 

MCVAY, Jackson  08/08 

ACCOLA, Brenda  08/14 

ARNDT, Kristina   08/16 

LOTT, Susan   08/20 

PELLECCHIA, Henrietta  08/20 

HARVEY, Veronica  08/24 

COTTON, Jessica  08/25 

MADDEN, Stephanie  08/25 

BENDER, Lynn   08/26 

RAHAMAN, Bibi   08/27 

CRAIN, Barbara   08/30 

WAGMAN, Dan   08/30 

SCHOEDEL, Alexander  08/31 

(numbers are years married) 
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CDC Guidance for Faith Based Organizations 

 

PLC Leadership routinely reviews COVID-19 guidance posted by the state of Florida and 

by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). We will continue to practice sensible routine 

hygienic practices as we worship and gather for Sunday school/services and other 

church meetings.  General guidance on everyday preventive actions to help prevent the 

spread of COVID-19: 

• Stay home when you are sick, except to get medical care. 

• Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then trash the tissue. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the bathroom; before 

eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Clean frequently touched surfaces and objects daily.  

The COVID-19 Call Center is available 24/7 | 1 (866) 779-6121 | COVID-19@flhealth.gov 

The idea is to spread the Love of God and the stories of the Bible through short entertaining messages over the 

phone.   

One simply calls 321-727-1048 and they hear a different story everyday about Flip the Flea, Dirty Windows,         

Phillip the Pig, and many other strange concepts and characters, all sharing a theme from Scripture.  Granted 

some may seem a little off of the wall, but what better way to reach out?  After all, aren’t most of us are a little off 

the wall?   

Your task is to not only use the service, but share this ministry with those around you.    

Gotta go.  Bye now.  Seeeeee ya tomorrow!   

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

We need two or three volunteers to help count contributions on Monday mornings. 

It wouldn’t be every month.  Probably once every three months. Volunteers with 

some computer experience would be most helpful. The Church Council has                 

requested that more than two people be able to work the Power Church software 

used in recording contributions. Please talk to Faye Schill if you are interested. 
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EXTRA! EXTRA! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

We are planning a great Vacation Bible School this year with help from In Season Ministries, our sister church. 

VBS will be held from July 11 through July 15 from 9:00 – 12:30 each day. We have teachers, music director, 

craft director, games director, and volunteers to help keep the children safe and have a fun week talking about 

“God’s Wonder Lab.”  The key theme is “Jesus Does the Impossible” which highlights miracles and other          

marvelous things Jesus did.  

We want to personally thank those members and non-members that have given of time, talent and treasure to 

make this a wonderful week for the children and volunteers. We have had such an outpouring of financial                      

support that we are able to offer VBS for free for children between   K – 5th grade.   

Parents can register their children online at www.peacelutheranpb.org or call the church office at 321-727-3131 

for information. 

Please pray for our 2022 VBS and all those who volunteer and the children that attend. 

Henrietta and Rick Pellecchia and Faye Schill 

http://www.peacelutheranpb.org/
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Bits & Pieces 

 

 

 

Check us out on Facebook @ Peace Lutheran Church 

Give us a LIKE and get updates, spiritual                                                                                                                                               

messages, events and any changes.  

Or visit us on our website 

www.peacelutheranpb.org  

 

Please help us keep our list of military personnel up-to-date! 

Call or e-mail the office with any changes in status,                   

rank, or location! Thank you! 

E.J. Alcario, Iraq 

John Bedford, Iraq  

Kristen Hall AF, Iraq  

Capt. Brian Nailing,                                          

 Co. Ft. Hood, TX 

Maj. AD Dennis Peoples,                              

 Rock Island Arsenal, IL 

Major  Nathan Schill,  

 Ft. Leavenworth, KS 

USN FC3 Stephen Weaver,                                                                          

 USS Dewey 

Navy Chief Sean Patrick Goguen, 

 Norfolk, VA 

1st Lieut. Tanner Johnson—Army, 

 E. Africa 

 

 

 

 

Our Food Pantry is always in need 

of donations of either food or      

financial donations to support this 

much needed ministry.  Our             

community is flooded with people 

looking for help, and we are grateful 

that as a church, we can help meet 

the need, anyway we can.  Your 

generous donations will allow us to 

continue to help them and together, we can see our com-

munity get stronger!  

 

Our pantry is open on: Tuesday’s—9:00AM -11:00AM  

Thank you to everyone who has been donating to the food 

pantry.  It truly makes a difference in our community. 

 

Did you know that every time you order 

from Amazon you can make a             

contribution to Peace Lutheran?              

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 

way for you to support Peace Lutheran 

Church every time you shop, at no cost 

to you.  

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same 

low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 

portion of the purchase price to Peace Lutheran Church.  

To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from 

the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You will 

then be asked to pick your charitable organization.  Make sure to 

pick Peace Lutheran Church in Palm Bay, FL.  You may also 

want to share with your children and grandchildren as well when 

making their purchases on  Amazon.com.   

It may be helpful to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to 

make it even easier to return and start your shopping at                 

AmazonSmile.  You use the same account on Amazon.com and 

AmazonSmile. 

 

 

 

Jesus says in Matthew 25, “For I was hungry and you gave me food…

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.” 

Where do buy groceries, gas, prescriptions?  What restaurants do you 

like?  Where do you purchase clothing or things for around the house?  

A couple weeks ago, Peace began a program called Scrip.  Simply and I 

mean simply, purchase the cards following worship or order whatever 

you want for the following week.  That’s it.  100% of the proceeds will go 

toward our food pantry in feeding the poor.    

We are going to shop no matter what.  We might as well serve the Lord 

in the process.  I love the program because it helps me think more about 

God.  I don’t always do that when I use my debit or credit card.  When 

I’m out having a meal with family or friends, shopping at the mall with my 

wife, doing some work around the house, and I go to pay the bill with my 

Scrip card, I find myself lifting up  a word of thanksgiving for being able 

to enjoy the blessings given by my Creator. 

Give it try.  See how you feel.     
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Worship                                     

8:45AM—Sunday School 

10:00AM—Worship Service 

 

 

We Serve 

Altar Guild—Set up and prepare for communion each week, 

usually serving one month at a time; more people are needed. 
 

Worship Servants—Sunday Worship Assistants and              

Communion Assistants are needed. 
 

Office Helpers—Those who help with mailings, preparing 

Welcome Packets, etc. 
 

Chancel Choir—Because of Covid-19, there is a break. 
 

Bell Choir—Call Cindy Wagman to learn more about our 

choirs 676-3849. 
 

Money Counters—Teams of two people working for one 

month at a time.  Call church office if interested. 
 

 

In the Nursery—Nursery is available during worship.   
 

 

Property/Grounds—There is always plenty of work to be 

done here. Please contact Steve Barnett. 
 

Projectionists Needed—People that are in the projection 

room Sunday morning for our Sunday presentations.  Please 

sign up in the projection room. 

Panera Bread Pick-up—Each Friday evening people are 

needed to go to Hammock Landings to get the goodies for 

Sunday morning Café Peace. Cindy Wagman at 676-3849 
 

 

Call and Caring—Our team visits people who are in the 

hospital, nursing homes, and who are homebound. See Sally 

Christensen for more information. 
 

Please call the office to be a servant for the Lord by taking 

on one or more of these opportunities.   

(321)727-3131 

Return service requested 

Peace Lutheran Church               

1801 Port Malabar Blvd N.E.  

Palm Bay, FL  32905 
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