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Pastors:
Senior Pastor—David Trexler
Cell Phone— (321)289-7115
E-mail:
office@peacelutheranpb.org
Office Hours: M-F 8:30am -12:30pm
Office Phone: (321)727-3131
Dial-A-Story: (321)727-1048
Websites:

www.peacelutheranpb.org
www.facebook.com/peacelutheranpb.org
Facebook @peacelutheranpb

Staff:
Jacqui Robinson, Office Administrator
Cindy Wagman, Choir
Sally Cook, Pianist
Dina LaPlante, Custodian
Volunteer Staff:
Faye Schill, Treasurer
Lori Search—Food Pantry Director
Charlene O’Brien—Food Pantry
Steve Barnett—Campus Maintenance
Terry Zrutskie—Campus Maintenance

The 4th of July is a day where this great nation declared her
freedom from the reign of Great Britain and we began to govern through the “Will of
the People.” This form of government, a grand experiment at the time, was to be run
by what we call “democracy,” in which “We the People” have authority to choose our
leaders. Then in our name, the elected officials are to decide upon legislation. Over
the course of almost 250 years, this form of government has evolved into basically a
two party system— republican and democrat. Granted many call themselves
independent, but only four of the five-hundred-thirty-five elected federal officials
represent that group. Each party has a base of core supporters who hopefully
believe in the common principles of that group. The task of the party is to grow their
base by sharing their convictions with others, in which they believe will work toward
the common good. Sound to me like a pretty good way to run a country. Too bad
human nature gets in the way.
Seeing that you will be getting this letter right before this special holiday, let’s spend
a moment and make a few comparisons between church and society. First, did you
know that you could be celebrating a holiday even greater than the 4th of July, each
and every single day of the week, for the rest of your life? Granted we celebrate
freedom from England one day out of the year, yet each and every day when you
remember the waters of baptism you are celebrating a greater freedom—Freedom
from Sin, Death and the Devil—true independence! That’s just one of the common
principles we as Lutherans believe. Seems to me, this type of freedom is more
exciting than hamburgers and hot dogs, even fireworks.
While democracy is the path chosen to govern society in the United States of
America, and many other countries, God forms the church to rule the hearts and
minds of all people in all nations, so that whatever form of government chosen
throughout history, the church, hopefully will keep that nation working toward the
common good.
Over the course of almost 2000 years, the church as evolved into more than just
Jews and Gentiles, Republics and Democrats, it has evolved into over 300 different
denominations or parties. Are we that different? And are the differences a good
thing or bad thing? I say Bad, because it can cause division, just like in politics. I
also say Good, because it can help define our belief, just like in politics. However,
our task in growing our base, by sharing our common convictions, remains the same
as it does in our democratic and republican parties—with one difference—the church
is to be governed not by the will of the people, but by the will of God. Sounds to me
like a pretty good way to run a world. Too bad human nature gets in the way.
Continued on page 2

So what makes the Lutheran church any different than the other 300 denominations in this God given free nation? Let
me start out by saying, Lutherans did not claim independence from the Roman Catholic Church, we were
excommunicated, kicked out. While we still hold much in common with our catholic brothers and sisters in faith, and all
the other 298 denominations, there are a few common principles or convictions that hold us together.
First, and in no particular order. God comes to Us! We do not find God. God finds us. God promises to come to us
through the two pillars of our faith—Word and Sacrament. This is our foundation. Allow me to ask, “How do you
communicate with the ones you love?” Through word, right? You tell stories, write letters, and perhaps even share a
dream or two. Well, God communicates in the same manner. Through Word found in Scripture. Those words can be
read, preached, sung or acted out, but God promises to come through them. God also comes to us through the
mysterious of life. God comes to us through the most simple of elements of the Sacraments, or visible words: The
cleansing waters of Holy Baptism and bread and drink through Holy Communion. God comes to us through Word and
Sacrament!
Second, and what got us in the most trouble with the Catholic Church, is that be teach and believed we are Saved by
Grace through Faith. Saved from what? Anything! Everything! Sin, Death and the Devil! And not by our own works
or efforts, but by God free grace—a gift. We receive this free gift by trusting Christ Jesus. Saved by grace through
faith.
Within our party or denomination we Focus Upon the Cross. The Cross is Martin Luther’s “shorthand” for the Life,
Death, and Resurrection of Jesus. The Cross keeps us from being drawn to a theology of glory, where we are tempted
to look only at the resurrection, seeing only the rewards and blessings while passing over the sacrifice. The
resurrection comes only through the Cross—the pain and suffering of Jesus for your sin. Focus upon the Cross.
The last conviction I want to mention that sets us apart from the other 298 denominations is each and every member of
the Lutheran faith is part of The Priesthood of All Believers. There should be no hierarchy within the Lutheran tradition.
(Pastor/Parishioner, Male/Female, Gay/Straight, Black/White/Brown). A pastor is no more important than the member
in the choir or a parishioner that gives of their treasure. We all have an equal voice. Sure we all have different tasks,
but we serve the same Lord in whatever call or profession we may find ourselves, whether a doctor, nurse, teacher,
student, homemaker, retired, it doesn’t matter. You are part of The Priesthood of All Believers.
This priesthood of believers is what makes up our base, a base that hopefully believes in the principles of the Lutheran
faith. Our task during the month of independence is to grow that base by sharing our core convictions with others,
offering a more exciting type of freedom, and always working for the common good, because that is the Will of God.
Sounds like a pretty good way to run a church. Let’s not let human nature get in the way!
Happy Independence Day!
Pastor David Trexler
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If you want to be taken off the newsletter mailing, please send an email to
the church office at: office@peacelutheranpb.org or
you can call: (321)727-3131
Thank you!

We are so thankful that the Food Pantry ministry survived and thrived through the worst of
the pandemic months. Now it seems we are on the other side looking back. Our faithful
team of volunteers....."The Mighty 8".....continued to show up twice a week and more.
Donations continued to arrive, orders were placed and picked up, we were secure
financially and we served thousands.
We have been tracking a decline since January, in the number of families that are showing
up and need our services. It seems like our volunteers are spending more time sitting and
waiting on no-shows after the initial opening rush is over. So once again, we re-evaluated and came up with the plan
to shorten our hours for the summer months of June/July/August.
We will be closed on Thursday nights only for the summer and reopen in September on the first Thursday
night of the month only. We will continue to serve the same amount of families that need to come, but only on
Tuesday mornings.
The shortened hours and days will also give our team of volunteers a much needed break to spend time with family, to
travel, to relax an extra night a week and even work their other "real jobs." We will continue to accept donations of
non-perishables of all kinds, plastic bags and financial assistance. We thank you in advance for that.
On a positive note for our community and families with school aged children....Brevard County Schools are
continuing the free summer feeding program this year. Children must be registered each week to receive 7 days worth
of breakfast and lunch meals and snacks. This also includes a gallon of milk, not per family, but for each child, each
week. This is so much more than our pantry alone can provide. Parents just have to be proactive, register and pick up.
Have a "cool " summer,
From the " Mighty 8"
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Treasurer’s Report
At the end of May we continue to be over budget in our contributions and under budget in expenses. That
makes us feel good and hopefully we can continue this trend. We have many traveling and gone for the summer who
we miss. Many of them keep up with contributions. Now that COVID-19 is slowing down, we hope to see more of our
church family coming to hear God’s word. We continue to need approximately $4,500 each Sunday or we may fall
behind budgeted amounts.
Our noisy offering is going to different good causes each month. May noisy offering raised $179.90 for the Faith
Come by Hearing. This helps fund Bible sticks for our military personnel. For the June noisy offering, we will raise funds
for the Food Pantry which helps people needing extra food in our area. For the July noisy offering, we will raise monies
for our Calling and Caring Committee that visit shut-ins and those in hospitals and nursing homes.
I’m sorry to say, our electric bill was very high for the time period April 22 thru May 22 this year. $888 is almost
the highest it has been for quite a few years. Please help us keep our thermostats on 78 degrees when we leave the
buildings and 75 or 76 degrees when we are using the buildings. We want people to be comfortable but maybe we need
to feel the heat to understand God’s message. Thanks for being understanding and helping in this matter. Let’s be
good stewards.
Please keep Peace Lutheran Church in your prayers. Please have a safe and healthy summer.
Your sister in Christ,
Faye Schill, Treasurer
treasurer@peacelutheranpb.org

Treasurer’s Report of General Funds
May 2021
May

YTD

Budget

$10,311.63

$250,258.54

$81,250.00

$2,875.00

$14,590.00

$16,250.00

Total Income

$13,186.63

$264,848.54

$104,875.00

Expenses

$18,425.62

$95,894.47

$104,875.00

Contributions
Use of Facilities

Excess Expense for May 2021 is: ($5,238.99)
The General Fund account is used for regular expenses (FPL, utilities, salaries, lawn care, insurance, mortgage, etc.)

Did you know?

Instead of writing multiple checks for individual contributions like the Children’s Hunger Project, the Food

Pantry, etc., you only have to write one check. Simply designate the breakdown of your giving in the check’s memo area or on the
envelope itself. “FP” for Food Pantry, “CHP” for Children’s Hunger Project, and so on.
Thank you for your contributions!
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JULY & AUGUST

COOPER, David & Sally (61)

07/02

MCVAY, Brian & Joy (23)

07/04

SOUCY, Jack & Nancy (43)

07/08

PINKERTON, Wanda & David (41)

07/12

FUCCI, Preston & Ella (18)

07/20

ZRUTSKIE, Terry & Jude (58)

07/20

AMBROSE, Heather (22)

07/24

HOFFMAN, Don & Sue (57)

07/25

WILSON, Jack & Judy (57)

07/25

MOLESKI, Charlie & Deb (42)

08/04

RING, James & Katherine (19)

08/10

YANTZ, Dennis & Bobbi (39)

08/14

SCHILL, Larry & Faye (40)

08/22

SWARR, Peter & Ann (34)

08/29

(numbers are years married)

SIENKIEWICZ, Allison

07/06

ROWE, Mary

08/05

CALVIN, Tim

07/07

GOSSETT, Molly

08/06

WITTER, Jerrold

07/07

RAMSEY, Lindsay

08/06

EDWARDS, Olivia

07/09

MCVAY, Joy

08/07

YANTZ, Dennis

07/13

RAMSEY, Maggie

08/07

HARVEY, Isabella

07/14

SALMONS, Bob

08/07

FLAHERTY, David

07/18

MCVAY, Jackson

08/08

BAKER, Mark

07/20

ACCOLA, Brenda

08/14

ACCOLA, Thomas

07/21

ARNDT, Kristina

08/16

SANDBERG, Emma

07/22

LOTT, Susan

08/20

BISTARKEY, Marion

07/23

PELLECCHIA, Henrietta

08/20

GRICE, Mark

07/25

HARVEY, Veronica

08/24

JESSWEIN, Elisabeth

07/29

COTTON, Jessica

08/25

ELLIOTT, Sylvia

07/31

MADDEN, Stephanie

08/25

DOWE, Pat

08/01

BENDER, Lynn

08/26

MARCUS, David

08/03

CRAIN, Barbara

08/30

SANDBERG, Beverly

08/03

WAGMAN, Dan

08/30

ZRUTSKIE, Jude

08/03

FOSS, Lucille

08/31

ARNDT, David

08/04

SCHOEDEL, Alexander

08/31

DOYLE, Brent

08/04

Larry Cannen

Rebecca Leinthall

Frank Thompson

Gloria Jones

Bob Rusco

Ariel Cook

Rick Pellecchia

Tonita Rodriquez

Dale McKeny

Susan Hildebrand

Tim Calvin

Emily Gossett

Carolyn Tarkka

Gwen Newberry

David Brunner, Sr.

Theresa Bradley

Abel Thomas

Lori Deaton

Ann Beardslee

Viola Forrester

Molly Gossett

V.B. & Lucinda Johnson

Maria Rodriguez

Gary Gossett, Jr.

Emily Gossett

Ryan Dasinger

Don Hoffman

June Trotter

Manolo Rodriguez

Mary Norwood

Betty Sheller

Ron Nelson

Robert Gunthorpe

5

CDC Guidance for Faith Based Organizations
PLC leadership continues to follow the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance for
faith based organizations. The most recent CDC guidance simply says: "Infection/
transmission is minimal for fully vaccinated people; prevention measures are still
recommended for unvaccinated people, including wearing masks, staying 6 feet
apart from people who don't live with you, avoiding crowds and washing hands
often."
Most PLC worshippers are fully vaccinated; others are not. We are blessed with plenty
of space in our sanctuary for attendees to do what is comfortable for them as far as masking and distancing.
Thanks to all for your dedication to Christ and devotion to PLC!
- Maintain good hand hygiene, washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
- If soap and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, tissues, and
no-touch trash cans. (We have hand sanitizer readily available for your use)
- Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow. Throw used tissues in a no-touch
trash can.
- Face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but does not
have symptoms.
- Do not place protective masks on anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious, or anyone who is
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance.

The idea is to spread the Love of God and the stories of the Bible through short entertaining
messages over the phone.
One simply calls 321-727-1048 and they hear a different story everyday about Flip the Flea,
Dirty Windows, Phillip the Pig, and many other strange concepts and characters, all sharing a
theme from Scripture. Granted some may seem a little off of the wall, but what better way to
reach out? After all, aren’t most of us are a little off the wall?
Your task is to not only use the service, but share this ministry with those around you.
Gotta go. Bye now. Seeeeee ya tomorrow!

July/august 2021
Noisy OFFERING
Each month, our noisy offering will be going to a certain charity or
organization. July & August noisy offerings will be going to:
July: Calling and Caring Ministry (Peace Lutheran Ministry)
August: Family Promise of Brevard (Families with minor children)
Thank you all for your giving for these awesome ministries!
6

7

8

Bits & Pieces
Check us out on Facebook @ Peace Lutheran Church
Give us a LIKE and get updates, spiritual
messages, events and any changes.

Please help us keep our list of military personnel up-to-date!
Call or e-mail the office with any changes in status,
rank, or location! Thank you!

Or visit us on our website
www.peacelutheranpb.org

Our Food Pantry is always in need
of donations of either food or financial donations to support this much
needed ministry. Our community is
flooded with people looking for help,
and we are grateful that as a
church, we can help meet the need,
anyway we can. Your generous
donations will allow us to continue
to help them and together, we can
see our community get stronger!

E.J. Alcario, Iraq
John Bedford, Iraq
Kristen Hall AF, Iraq
Capt. Brian Nailing,
Co. Ft. Hood, TX
Maj. AD Dennis Peoples,
Rock Island Arsenal, IL
Cpt, Nathan Schill,
Ft. Leavenworth, KS

USN FC3 Stephen Weaver,
USS Dewey
Navy Chief Sean Patrick Goguen,
Norfolk, VA
1st Lieut. Tanner Johnson—Army,
E. Africa

Our pantry is open on: Tuesday’s—9AM -11AM and
Thursday’s—4:30PM—630PM. AFTER JUNE 10TH,
NO PANTRY ON THURSDAY’S DURING THE
SUMMER. PANTRY WILL BE OPENED ON THE 1ST
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH BEGINNING IN
SEPTEMBER. TUESDAY’S TIME REMAIN THE SAME.
Thank you to everyone who has been donating to the food
pantry. It truly makes a difference in our community.

Jesus says in Matthew 25, “For I was hungry and you gave me food…
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.”
Where do buy groceries, gas, prescriptions? What restaurants do you
like? Where do you purchase clothing or things for around the house?
A couple weeks ago, Peace began a program called Scrip. Simply and I
mean simply, purchase the cards following worship or order whatever
you want for the following week. That’s it. 100% of the proceeds will go
toward our food pantry in feeding the poor.
We are going to shop no matter what. We might as well serve the Lord
in the process. I love the program because it helps me think more about
God. I don’t always do that when I use my debit or credit card. When
I’m out having a meal with family or friends, shopping at the mall with my
wife, doing some work around the house, and I go to pay the bill with my
Scrip card, I find myself lifting up a word of thanksgiving for being able
to enjoy the blessings given by my Creator.
Give it try. See how you feel.
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Did you know that every time you order
from Amazon you can make a
contribution to Peace Lutheran?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support Peace Lutheran
Church every time you shop, at no cost
to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price to Peace Lutheran Church.
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from
the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You will
then be asked to pick your charitable organization. Make sure to
pick Peace Lutheran Church in Palm Bay, FL. You may also
want to share with your children and grandchildren as well when
making their purchases on Amazon.com.
It may be helpful to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at
AmazonSmile. You use the same account on Amazon.com and
AmazonSmile.

Peace Lutheran Church
1801 Port Malabar Blvd N.E.
Palm Bay, FL 32905
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Senior Pastor: David Trexler
Worship Service
9:00AM & 11:00AM

We Serve
Altar Guild—Set up and prepare for communion each week,
usually serving one month at a time; more people are needed.
Worship Servants—Sunday Worship Assistants and
Communion Assistants are needed.
Office Helpers—Those who help with mailings, preparing
Welcome Packets, etc.
Chancel Choir—Because of Covid-19, there is a break.
Bell Choir—Call Cindy Wagman to learn more about our
choirs 676-3849.
Money Counters—Teams of two people working for one
month at a time. Call church office if interested.
In the Nursery—Nursery is available during worship.
Property/Grounds—There is always plenty of work to be
done here. Please contact Steve Barnett.
Projectionists Needed—People that are in the projection
room Sunday morning for our Sunday presentations. Please
sign up in the projection room.
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Panera Bread Pick-up—Each Friday evening people are
needed to go to Hammock Landings to get the goodies for
Sunday morning Café Peace. Cindy Wagman at 676-3849
Call and Caring—Our team visits people who are in the
hospital, nursing homes, and who are homebound. See Terry
Neumann for more information.
Please call the office to be a servant for the Lord by taking
on one or more of these opportunities.
(321)727-3131

